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Mr. Chairman, my name is David Booz and I am the Executive Director of the Friends of 

the National Parks at Gettysburg. I wish to thank this committee for the privilege of speaking to 
you today. The Friends have approximately 25,000 members and supporters across this nation 
and have been in operation since 1989.  We strongly support the concepts that are the foundation 
for the National Park Centennial Act. 
 
Friends of the National Parks at Gettysburg 

Gettysburg is one of the most hallowed places in American history. The Friends of the 
National Parks at Gettysburg is honored to be one of the foremost guardians of this special place 
and its enduring legacy. 

It is the Friends’ mission—on behalf of all generations of Americans—to honor, support, 
protect and enhance the resources associated with the Gettysburg National Military Park, the 
Battle of Gettysburg and the Eisenhower National Historic Site. 

Founded in 1989 by a small group of concerned citizens, the Friends to date has donated 
more than $6 million to the National Parks at Gettysburg. Friends’ members have logged more 
than 15,000 volunteer hours on behalf of the National Parks, which has been much-needed 
support due to funding shortfalls that have impacted the Park’s ability to carry out its mission. 
Dr. John Latschar, Superintendent of Gettysburg National Military Park, has commented that the 
Friends are the Parks’ “margin of survival,” providing funding for crucial projects that would 
otherwise be unfunded—including funding or helping to fund landscape rehabilitation and 
preservation, the upkeep of historic structures (buildings, monuments, cannon, fences) and the 
museum and archive collections, all of which have suffered because of funding shortfalls. 
Volunteer Work 
Since 1989, the Friends has donated more than 15,000 hours of volunteer service to the National 
Parks at Gettysburg, and several of these volunteer efforts have focused on maintenance projects 
throughout the Parks, including: 

• Repeated fence painting at historic farms including McLean, Klingel, Codori, 
Blocher, Spangler and Sherfy—these routine maintenance projects greatly assist the 
National Park Service which, due to the backlog, is not able to get to these types of 
things in a timely manner. These projects are extremely necessary to preserve the 
integrity of the battlefield. 

• Repeated barn and outbuilding painting at McPherson, Codori, Klingel and 
Spangler farms—these are, again, routine maintenance items that take the burden 
off of the National Park service. This painting is absolutely necessary to preserve 
the historic and structural integrity of these buildings. 

• Headstone and fence painting at the Soldiers’ National Cemetery—the appearance 
and integrity of these items regularly deteriorates due to exposure to the elements. 



 

The Friends is pleased to complete this task every few years to help the Park 
preserve these tangible connections to the monumental struggle that occurred here. 

• Earthworks surveys—Friends’ members have volunteered time to help the National 
Park Service find the remnants of battle earthworks. 

• Sherfy Peach Orchard program—Friends’ members provided upkeep for the peach 
trees in the historic Peach Orchard, holding a peach-picking event when the fruit 
was viable. 

Land Preservation 
The Friends has been instrumental in helping the National Park Service acquire key land 
resources related to the Battle of Gettysburg, within the Gettysburg National Military Park or 
within the Gettysburg Battlefield Historic District. The partnership between the Friends and the 
National Park Service has proven to be a useful and cost-effective way for the National Park 
Service to acquire vital pieces of land that would otherwise be financially impossible to acquire. 
Since the Friends’ inception in 1989, it has preserved more than 400 acres of relevant land, 
including:  

• Home Sweet Home motel—this structure, across the National Park Service Visitor 
Center, was the last remaining commercial structure on the field of Pickett’s Charge. 
The Friends and its partners were able to help the National Park Service acquire this 
1.5-acre property and remove the modern structures. The Park Service would not have 
had the funds to purchase this property without the Friends’ help. 

• First Shot Marker site—this 4-acre property is approximately two miles west of 
Gettysburg along the Chambersburg Pike and has on its site the First Shot 
monument in honor of the first shot fired in the Battle. The Friends was 
instrumental in helping the National Park Service acquire this property. 

• Hoffman farm, East Cavalry Field—the Friends worked closely with community 
partners to secure an easement on 60 acres of this historic farm, adjacent to the 
Park’s East Cavalry Field. 

• 20th Maine Company B marker site/Weikert Farm—the Friends was able to 
preserve this important 6-acre piece of property on the east side of Little Round 
Top.  

• Blocher farm, Barlow’s Knoll (modern intrusion removed)—the Friends was able 
to acquire this property (for the Park) and remove a modern structure from this 
24-acre farm site. 

• Shields house, Mummasburg Road—the Friends was able to help the Park remove 
a modern structure and return the ground to its 1863 appearance.  

• Baltimore Pike residences (2)—the Friends was able to remove modern structures 
from a key approach corridor. 

• Shea Farm easement (East Cavalry Field)—this 45-acre property, adjacent to the 
Park’s East Cavalry Field, was preserved via an easement secured by the Friends 
and some of its community partners.  

• Black Horse Tavern easement—this 66-acre property, within the Gettysburg 
Battlefield Historic District, was the site of key Confederate movement on July 2, 
1863. The Friends was able to partner with several preservation organizations to 
secure an easement on the property, ensuring that modern development will never 
intrude on the historic integrity of the property. 



 

• Kump property—the Friends recently acquired this 9.3-acre parcel of land at the 
southern end of the battlefield near the base of Big Round Top. It was the site of 
heavy fighting on July 2, 1863. The property was privately owned, and the 
Friends will soon officially donate the property to the National Park Service. The 
land will then be rehabilitated to its 1863 appearance. 

Monument & Cannon Carriage Preservation/Rehabilitation 
Gettysburg National Military Park contains more than 1,300 monuments and markers and more 
than 400 cannon—this is one of the largest collections of outdoor sculpture in the world. Each of 
these monuments, markers and cannon have a story to tell and serves as an important memorial, 
both visual and interpretive. These items, many of which were placed here by the veterans 
themselves, help guide visitors around the battlefield and lead to a better understanding of the 
important events that took place on these fields. 
These monuments, markers and cannon are an invaluable historic resource associated with the 
Gettysburg National Military Park, and the Friends has taken a leading role in caring for these 
precious memorials. Friends’ work has included: 

• Pennsylvania Memorial—the Friends assumed project-management duties for the 
rehabilitation of this monument—the largest on the battlefield at Gettysburg. At a 
cost of close to $2 million, the Friends successfully restored the structural 
integrity of the monument, ensuring that these efforts would protect the 
monument well into the next century. 

• Eternal Light Peace Memorial—the Friends was able to secure $65,000 of 
funding to have this monument rehabilitated and preserved. 

• Regular maintenance—the Friends has provided regular maintenance (cleaning, 
grounds upkeep, other repairs) for several monuments, including the New York 
State Memorial, the General Sedgwick equestrian monument, the General Slocum 
equestrian monument, the 44th-12th New York monument, the Texas State 
monument, and the Pennsylvania monuments. 

• Soldiers’ National Cemetery headstones—the historic headstones in the Cemetery 
suffer from deterioration from exposure to the elements. Friends’ members 
periodically (every few years) paint and clean the headstones to keep them from 
deteriorating beyond repair. 

• Power-washing program—It is necessary in the normal course of monument’s 
existence to power wash the monument to remove build up from the elements. 
The Friend has periodically funded this cleaning, and Friends’ volunteers have 
carried out the cleaning. 

• Cannon-carriage restoration program—Approximately 400 cannon are in place at 
Gettysburg National Military Park; most were placed on the field between 1895 
and 1915 today are essential interpretive tools and staunch reminders of the 
stunning events of 1863. The carriages placed on the field in 1895 are made of 
iron (carriages used during the battle were made of wood), and the iron, after 
more than 100 years of wear and exposure, has started to deteriorate. The weight 
of the cannon barrels causes the iron to crack; the paint, having been layered and 
layered over the years, can no longer bond to anything except previous layers of 
weathered paint. Also, the old paint was lead-based, and it is necessary for the 
cannon to be completely stripped and repainted according to modern standards. In 
1996, the National Park Service started its cannon-carriage restoration program 



 

and was able to restore six cannon per year. In 1999, the Friends began funding a 
cannon-carriage shop for the National Park Service. Due to this effort, it is 
possible for 40 cannon per year to be restored. 

• Reward fund: monument damage—the Friends recently added $1,000 to a reward 
fund established for information leading to an arrest and conviction of people 
responsible for monument damage at Gettysburg National Military Park. 

 
Education 
The Friends realizes that in order for people to feel the need to preserve something, they first 
have to understand its significance. As such, the Friends, since its organization, has remained 
committed to education—for its members, Gettysburg visitors and on behalf of the National Park 
Service. The Friends works closely with the National Park Service to educate people about the 
events that took place in Gettysburg and about Gettysburg National Military Park’s preservation 
needs. Friends’ efforts have included: 

• Rupp House History Center—the Friends realize that people will recognize the 
need to preserve something only if they understand that thing’s significance. As 
such, the Friends in 2003 opened the Rupp House History Center to, through 
hands-on, interactive exhibits, help people understand what happened in 
Gettysburg and educate them about Gettysburg National Military Park’s 
preservation needs. 

• Gettysburg National Military Park educational satellite broadcast—This broadcast 
now reaches approximately 8 million students across the country; the Friends has 
repeatedly helped fund this important educational tool of the National Park 
Service. The Friends and the National Park Service received Telly Awards in 
2001 and 2002 for this program. 

• Traveling Trunk program—the Friends commitment to education is seen all across the 
country as its fleet of traveling trunks makes its way to students as far away as Alaska. 
Through the hands-on activities of the trunks, students who are not able to travel to 
Gettysburg are able to learn about the battle and about soldiers’ lives. 

• Gettysburg National Military Park Junior Ranger program/Eisenhower National 
Historic Site Junior Secret Service program—designed as fun, educational 
activities for children, these programs help youngsters explore the battlefield as a 
Park ranger. The Friends has regularly helped fund these programs. 

• Gettysburg National Military Park “sleepover”—the Park presents this annual 
program to Gettysburg-area elementary students. Students spend the night in the 
Visitor Center and are “mustered” into the army to learn what life was like for 
soldiers—and civilians—during the battle of Gettysburg. Friends’ donations 
regularly help supply food, activities and volunteers for this popular program. 

• Gettysburg National Military Park Seminar—the Friends is pleased to repeatedly 
offer funding support to this biannual educational seminar. 

• Summer Scholar program 
 
Battlefield Rehabilitation 
The Friends is Gettysburg National Military Park’s primary partner for battlefield rehabilitation. 
The Park’s rehabilitation efforts will return the landscape, as closely as possible, to its 1863 



 

appearance, thereby enhancing interpretation of the battlefield. As the Park’s primary partner, the 
Friends has taken on and completed several significant projects, including: 

• Utility line burial along Emmitsburg Road and Mummasburg Road—Utility lines 
for years marred the view shed along two of the battlefield’s most traveled 
thoroughfares. In one of the organization’s largest projects to date, the Friends 
successfully buried the utility lines, allowing for more thorough interpretation of 
key battle areas. 

• National Tower demolition—a national reporter called this structure “the ugliest 
commercial structure ever to intrude on the sanctity of a national park.” In 2000, 
the Friends provided support to the National Park Service to have the tower 
removed and the landscape returned to its 1863 appearance. 

• Copse of Trees restoration (along Cemetery Ridge)—long believed to be the focal 
point of Pickett’s Charge on July 3, 1863, this copse of trees along the Park’s 
Hancock Avenue is a popular visitor destination. The Friends has helped fund its 
restoration. 

• Historic fence re-creation at Spangler, Codori and Trostle farms, along United 
States Avenue and along the fields of Pickett’s Charge—during the Battle, many 
fence lines dotted Gettysburg’s landscape to delineate farm fields. These fences 
became important landscape features during the battle, as they became obstacles to 
soldiers moving rapidly from place to place. Fences, at times, meant the difference 
between life and death. Historic fence reconstruction is part of the Park’s battlefield 
rehabilitation efforts, of which the Friends is the primary partner. 

• Native tree and shrub purchase and replacement, Codori-Trostle area—the Codori-
Trostle thicket was a demonstration area for battlefield rehabilitation, and, thanks to 
the Friends, native trees and shrubs are now thriving in this area, which was key 
battle ground. 

• Soldiers’ National Cemetery and Culp’s Hill area tree trimming 
• Historic orchard re-planting—the Friends has recently purchased $6,000 worth of 

orchard stock, which the National Park Service has begun to plant. These plantings 
will recreate orchards that were present during the battle, making for more thorough 
interpretation. 

Museum Artifacts 
Gettysburg National Military Park’s museum contains 42,000 artifacts, and the archives house 
700,000 documents relevant to the Battle of Gettysburg. These items offer rare, tangible links 
between current generations and generations past. In the interest of enhancing and protecting 
resources associated with the Park and with the Battle, the Friends has helped acquire several key 
Gettysburg artifacts and assisted with the preservation of these artifacts. The Friends has provided 
to the museum archival shelving, textile treatments, preservation supplies (provided matching 
funds for this “Save America’s Treasures” grant). 
The Friends have been instrumental in adding the following artifacts to the museum at Gettysburg 
National Military Park:  

• Bachelder papers and tintype 
• Gettysburg broadside—reinterment of battlefield dead 
• Confederate bayonet and tintype 
• Louisiana belt plate die 
• Collection of Captain Clark, U.S. Signal Corps 



 

• Officer’s Commission of Lieutenant Bayard Wilkeson 
• Union officer’s coat 
• Eisenhower-style tunic and jacket 
• Camp Letterman surgeon’s box 
• German-language enlistment poster 
• Uncle Tom’s Cabin, 1st edition 
• John Brown execution broadside 
• Collection of Lieutenant William Fisher, 10th U.S. Infantry 
• Numerous broadsides, Union and Confederate 
• Rare books replacement for Gettysburg National Military Park library 

Miscellaneous Projects 
Over the years, the Friends has assisted with several projects related to the preservation of 
Gettysburg and has worked with other community organizations on several tasks. These projects 
have included: 

• Battlefield Historic District nominations 
• Sach’s Bridge restoration (with Adams County) 
• Economic impact study (with Adams County Chamber of Commerce) 
• Wills House exhibit 
• House site restoration in Soldiers’ National Cemetery with Gettysburg Battlefield 

Preservation Association 
• Eisenhower Skeet Range preservation 
• Archaeological studies 
• Drinking fountains for physically impaired (at Gettysburg National Military Park) 
• Rose bushes and garden equipment for Eisenhower National Historic Site 

 
Once again, I thank you for this opportunity to testify before the committee to discuss the 

Friends of the National Parks at Gettysburg’s assistance to and support of the Gettysburg National 
Military Park and Eisenhower National Historic Site. The Friends is honored to help the National 
Park Service preserve the American legacies that these two Park’s represent. If this bill becomes 
reality the Friends, and other non-profit groups, can focus on helping to improve our Parks and get 
beyond the maintenance stage. I would be happy to answer any questions you might have. Thank 
you. 


